Centre for Foreigners opens its doors to media
On 17 September 2015, the Centre for Foreigners, located at Veliki Otok near Postojna, opened its doors to media representatives to show its facilities and present its work and duties. 
Jože Konec, Head of the Centre, and its assistant Andrej Casar answered questions from radio, TV and press journalists and gave them a tour of the Centre.
First, they visited a sanitary department where foreigners receive essential toiletries, bed linen and clean clothes. There are also lavatories and an infirmary. Nearby there is a dining hall with three meals provided for foreigners a day (or five for vulnerable groups). The media representatives also took a look at rooms for women, men and unaccompanied minors, as well as at a library holding books in different languages, a playroom, a computer room with internet access, several socialising facilities, and a playground and a sports facility outdoor. The Centre also has a silence room intended for prayer and a specially protected room, which has only served for healthcare purposes so far. 
Mr Konec and Mr Casar explained the procedures the police use for foreigners who illegaly cross the state border without requestion international protection, from their entry into the country till their departure. The Centre for Foreigners receives, accommodates and provides care for foreigners who come to Slovenia in an illegal manner and cannot be deported from the country straight away. It is also responsible for returning them to their countries of origin or countries they came from. Refugees, that is people who applied for international protection, are not placed in the Centre for Foreigners.
There are 26 foreigners (of which one woman) at the Centre now. In general, there are mainly middle-aged men. About 450 foreigners from 45 countries are placed in the Centre yearly. They stay in the facility for 17 days on average. 
Optimally, the  Centre can receive 180 people, but these days its capacities are being enhanced to accommodate up to 300 people. Additionally, accommodation can be provided to another 100 people in a hanger outside the building, which is ready to receive a considerable influx of people: tents, folding beds, heating and toilet facilities will be provided and food delivered.
The Centre for Foreigners is part of the Uniformed Police Directorate within the General Police Directorate. Read more.
