	Police officer uses pepper spray against a violent protester at Rigonce border crossing – a response to misleading news reports 







We refer to media reports concerning the use of pepper spray at the Rigonce border crossing, which contained misleading allegations. Our inquiries confirm that the spray was used by a police officer against a single protester, who was part of a larger group of protesters trying to break through a police cordon.

The group had become increasingly violent and had resorted to throwing sticks and plastic bottles at the police. Individual protesters aggressively pushed officers and rounded upon one police officer, who then used pepper spray against a violent protester. 

The use of means of coercion is defined in a regulation, which specifies when a police officer is allowed to use a particular means of coercion. Pepper spray is one of the milder means of coercion that police may use to maintain public order and ensure people’s safety. 

According to police officers, no one was injured as a result of its use.


Pepper spray was not used against the group of protesters but against an individual who breached public order. 
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