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Theories on the purposes of punishment deal with only one part of the
justification of legal punishment - the one that addresses functions of legal
punishment in a given society. The further question is how to justify legal
punishment in relation to the person who has to suffer the punishment. Is the
harsh treatment of the offender an acceptable (legitimate) means of achieving
social benefits such as crime prevention, and if so, why so? The author
elaborates on theories of justification of punishment vis-a-vis the offender and
shows that these theories share common underpinnings, despite the different
names they hold. The author’s hypothesis is that the vast majority of these
theories are marked by a substantial gap between their speculative nature and
social reality, and that they also serve other purposes besides the declared ones.
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